
Release Date Fall 2020

Fruit Source 100% Estate grown

The 2017 
Growing Season  
 
 
 
 
 

The 2017 growing season began with significant, and welcome rainfall. A dry and mild summer, 
followed by our typical set of Indian summer heat waves in the fall created extreme conditions 
that fueled the then unprecedented firestorm of 2017 in Napa/Sonoma. Much of the fruit had 
already been harvested around the valley, and for the fruit that was still out, just like in other 
challenging years, it came down to location and commitment to doing what was needed in the 
vineyard to ensure the best chance at quality. With constant airflow on the hill, smoke never 
had the chance to settle on the fruit. The resulting wines have a wonderful balance of fineness, 
complexity and elegance, sure to be wonderful, age-worthy wines.

Varietal Composition 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Harvest Hand-picked at physiological ripeness in early October.

Fermentation
Double hand sorting, whole berry fermentation, thirty percent fermented in new French oak 
barrels with an average maceration of 50–60 days.

Cooperage 26 months in 100% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol 14.8%

Case Production 725

Winemaker’s Comments Wine Reviews

“2017 was a vintage that started with textbook 

growing conditions, ideal summer weather leading 

into the fall harvest season poised to be yet 

another blockbuster for the Napa Valley. The 2017 

firestorm that devastated so many in Napa/

Sonoma of course put a mark on the vintage 

suggesting quality was not going to be what 

consumer have come to expect.  Challenge 

accepted, it was up to us as winemakers to dig 

deep, allow experience to take over, and stay 

committed to making the very best wine we would 

be proud to share with friends. The 2017 Estate 

Cabernet Sauvignon has developed into a 

beautiful wine, showing vibrant blackberry, 

currant, cassis and espresso, Great tension, and  
a beautiful finish. Truly believe it’s vintages that 

challenge us that often lead to crafting wines that 

go down of some of our very best.” 

—  Martha McClellan, Winemaker

92 - 94+ pts. 

“A barrel sample of 100% Cabernet Sauvignon, 

the 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate is very deep 

purple-black colored with bold, baked berries, 

spices, fruitcake and tobacco plus notes of new 

leather and bay leaves. The palate is full-bodied, 

firm and grainy with good concentration and a 

long, earthy finish.” 

—  Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate (Oct. ‘19)

2017 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

About Vineyard 7&8 
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium, 
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through 
experience, passion and humility.  Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring 
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steffens Family 
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker 
Wesley Steffens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around 
1,000 cases.

4028 Spring Mountain Road  
St. Helena, CA 94574 

P  707.963.9425      
F  707.963.2250   

www.vineyard7and8.com


