
Release Date Fall 2020

Fruit Source 100% Estate Grown

The 2018 
Growing Season  
 
 
 
 

February saw abundant rains, followed by lots of filtered light in spring and early summer.  
Both bud break and flowering occurred a bit late, but under ideal weather conditions, creating  
a plentiful and even fruit set. Summer brought generous sun during the day and cooler marine 
influences, virtually uninterrupted by major heat spikes. The relatively mild summer followed  
by extended fall sunshine and moderate heat created near-ideal conditions for winemakers to 
allow their fruit to accumulate flavor complexity with gradual increases in sugar levels. Volume 
is looking great, up 20-30% increase over average crop quantity.

Varietal Composition 100% Chardonnay

Harvest Hand picked at physiological ripeness in mid-September.

Fermentation
Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and weekly batonnage.  
This wine was bottled un-fined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage 16 months in 25% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol 14.2%

Case Production 375 cases

Winemaker’s Comments Wine Reviews

“The 2018 Estate Chardonnay is a remarkable 
example of the quality of wine that can be 
crafted from Chardonnay planted at 2020 ft 
elevation. A beautiful balance between 
fineness, freshness, structure and texture. 
Harvested in mid-September culminating a 
remarkable growing season, we were blessed 
with beautiful fruit from which to craft a 
superb wine. The nose immediately jumps 
from the glass with a brightness marked by 
lemon curt, honeysuckle, crushed stone, 
leading into a gorgeous texture across the 
palate. The wine finishes with incredible 
length without being heavy on the palate. 
A remarkable wine!” 

—  Martha McClellan, Winemaker  

93 - 95 pts. 

“Tasted from barrel, the 2018 Chardonnay 
offers striking brightness, energy and lift. 
White orchard fruit and white flowers give  
the 2018 brightness, lift and inner perfume  
to play off its structure. There is a lot to look 
forward to here in a wine that is shaping up  
to be superb.” 

—  Antonio Galloni, Vinous Media (Nov ‘19) 

92 - 94 pts. 

— Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate (Nov ‘19)

2018 Estate Chardonnay 
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

About Vineyard 7&8 
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium, 
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through 
experience, passion and humility.  Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring 
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steffens Family 
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker 
Wesley Steffens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around 
1,000 cases.

4028 Spring Mountain Road  
St. Helena, CA 94574 

P  707.963.9425      
F  707.963.2250   

www.vineyard7and8.com




