Vineyard 7 & 8

2010 “ESTATE” CHARDONNAY
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

October 2012

Fruit Source

100% Estate Fruit from our vineyards located between 1,800-2,020 ft elevation.

The 2010 Growing Season

The 2010 growing season started with a slightly later bud break and fruit-set, and no issues of frost.
The summer brought cooler than normal temperatures, forced “precision” vineyard management. Later
than average veraison and cooler start to the fall led to lower yields. Patience, along with the arrival of a
late Indian Summer, awarded us with wonderfully concentrated flavors, and elegant structured wines.

Varietal Composition

100% Chardonnay

Harvest

Hand picked at physiological ripeness in mid-October 2010.

Fermentation

Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage. This wine was
bottled unfined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage

14 months in French Oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.5%

Case Production

250 cases

WINEMAKER’S COMMENTS
“Located above 2000 feet on our property on Spring Mountain, our Chardonnay vineyard is situated
well above the fog, benefitting from an ideal combination of sun exposure, mountain climate and welldrained volcanic soils. This second release of our estate only bottling, crafted to showcase the unique
features of our property. The 2010 ‘Estate’ Chardonnay displays multiple layers, strong mineral notes
and a complex bouquet of candied lemon, wildflower honey, ripe yellow Mirabelle plums, and notes of
fresh meringue and crushed hazelnut. Full bodied and a creamy with a seamless texture, this wine
shows richness, great intensity and concentration. The natural acidity provides zest and freshness. With
a strong presence and long finish, this great wine is built to age for well over a decade.”
—Luc Morlet, Winemaker

WINE REVIEWS
91pts Vineyard 7 & 8, 2010 “Estate” Chardonnay. Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District.
“Complex aromatics of honeysuckle, ripe fig, creamy oak and tangerine are fresh, vibrant and
persistent. Long on the finish. Drink now through 2018. 250 cases made.”
—James Laube, Wine Spectator, June 2012

ABOUT VINEYARD 7 & 8
Vineyard 7 & 8 produces 1,800 cases annually and is located at the top of Spring Mountain.
The 40 acre vineyard and winery is owned and managed by the Steffens family along with winemaker
Luc Morlet and vineyard manager Pete Richmond with Silverado Farming Company. The vineyards
of the estate were established in the early 1980s and are currently planted to ten acres of Cabernet
Sauvignon and four acres of Chardonnay. These vineyards, which lie above the fog, bring late
ripening, low yields, natural drainage, and infertile volcanic soil.
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