2011 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

Fall 2014

Fruit Source

100% Estate grown

The 2011
Growing Season

The 2011 growing season most certainly was marked by the challenge of heavy rain in early
October prior to the grape harvest. The passing of the rain allowed for the return to diligent
work in the vineyards and on the canopies to allow proper airflow to dry the fruit. Patience,
along with the return of sunshine and high winds at the top of Spring Mountain, ended up
being the key to a very successful vintage.

Varietal Composition

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Harvest

Hand-picked at physiological ripeness late October into early November 2014.

Fermentation

Double hand-sorting, whole-berry fermentation, average maceration of 30–45 days.

Cooperage

26 months in 95% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.8%

Case Production

800

Winemaker’s Comments

Wine Reviews

“The 2011 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon is

94 pts.

quite possibly our finest wine crafted since the
inaugural release five years ago. A vintage marked

“Deep garnet-purple colored, the 2011 Cabernet

by the challenges of heavy rains in early October,
testing all resolve, we focused our attention on
every minute decision and detail. Patience in what
has been our latest harvest to date was rewarded
by favorable conditions, and the opportunity to
craft a beautiful Cabernet Sauvignon from the
top of Spring Mountain.”

— Wesley Steffens, Associate Winemaker

Sauvignon Estate sings of warm plums, cassis
and violets with touches of bay leaves, black soil,
pepper and cedar chest. The palate is full-bodied,
firm and grainy with a lively line cutting through
the intense black and blue berry flavors, finishing
long with an herbal lift.”

— Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate (Oct. ’18)

92 pts.
— Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate (Oct. ’13)

92 pts.
— Vinous Media (Dec. ’13)

About Vineyard 7&8
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium,
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through
experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steﬀens Family
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker
Wesley Steﬀens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around
1,000 cases.
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