2012 Estate Chardonnay
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

Fall 2014

Fruit Source

100% Estate fruit

The 2012
Growing Season

The 2012 growing season on Spring Mountain was “classic” from start to finish. Beginning
with a wet January and March, ideal conditions for fruit-set followed in the spring. Moderate
summer temperatures with cooler-than-average days allowed for easily-managed stress levels
in the vineyard. Fall temperatures continued to be moderate with only a couple short heat
spikes. These conditions allowed for extended hang-time, and the opportunity to reach the
perfect harmony of ripeness, tannin-maturity and flavor-development.

Varietal Composition

100% Chardonnay

Harvest

Hand picked at physiological ripeness in early October 2012.

Fermentation

Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage.
This wine was bottled un-fined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage

14 months in 25% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.5%

Case Production

425 cases

Winemaker’s Comments
“The 2012 Estate Chardonnay reminds
us how fortunate we are to craft wine from
vineyards planted on our estate over thirty
years ago. A wine that expresses a wonderful
mix of power and elegance, structure and
fineness. A slightly larger production than
the 2011 vintage, harvested in early October,
the resulting wine exhibits beautiful balance
of fruit and acidity, with a beautiful creamy,
seamless texture and lingering finish. A
spectacular result from a superb vintage.”
— Wesley Steffens, Associate Winemaker

About Vineyard 7&8
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium,
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through
experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steﬀens Family
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker
Wesley Steﬀens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around
1,000 cases.
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