2013 Estate Chardonnay
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

Fall 2015

Fruit Source

100% Estate fruit

The 2013
Growing Season

The 2013 growing season will be remembered as one that was early, with even-ripening
resulting in fruit of excellent quality. A warm, dry spring ushered in an earlier-than-average
bud-break and fruit-set. Outside of a couple heat spikes in June/July, temperatures
throughout the spring and summer remained very consistent, allowing for optimal, even
ripening conditions. Fall on Spring Mountain saw strong impact from the inversion layer,
resulting in a compacted, early, and very successful harvest.

Varietal Composition

100% Chardonnay

Harvest

Hand picked at physiological ripeness in late September.

Fermentation

Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage.
This wine was bottled unfined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage

14 months in 25% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.5%

Case Production

325 cases

Winemaker’s Comments

Wine Reviews

“Ratcheting-up the intensity of the 2012
vintage ‘Estate” Chardonnay, what stands
out at this point in the 2013 is the seamless
texture and acid balance, exhibiting hints of
pear intermixed with notes of candied lemon
and creme brûlée. Our thirty-four year-old,
Wente clone vines continue to provide fruit
of world-class quality. The final blend of the
2013 ‘Estate’ Chardonnay was composed
by Winemaker Martha McClellan and myself,
and bottled in early 2015.”

93 pts.
“Butter, apricot jam, orange peel, mint, lightly
honeyed notes and roasted almonds all grace
Vineyard 7 & 8’s 2013 Chardonnay Estate.
Ample and creamy in style, the 2013 is a
decidedly rich, intense wine, yet all the
elements fall into place eﬀortlessly. This
wine is a big wine with considerable
resonance, power and personality.”
— Vinous Media

— Wesley Steffens, Associate Winemaker

About Vineyard 7&8
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium,
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through
experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steﬀens Family
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker
Wesley Steﬀens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around
1,000 cases.
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