2015 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

Fall 2018

Fruit Source

100% Estate grown

The 2015
Growing Season

The 2015 growing season in Napa Valley started out with unseasonably warm temperatures
in the late winter and early spring, resulting in an earlier than usual bud break and bloom.
Temperatures shifted to cooler than average during the peak of bloom, causing a lighter set,
and a much smaller crop compared to other vintages. The remainder of the season brought
ideal conditions, with an early harvest. While yield were down significantly, the quality of the
wines proved to be exceptional.

Varietal Composition

100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Harvest

Hand-picked at physiological ripeness early to mid-October.

Fermentation

Double hand sorting, whole berry fermentation, thirty percent fermented in new French Oak
barrels with an average maceration of 50–60 days.

Cooperage

26 months in 100% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.9%

Case Production

540

Winemaker’s Comments

Wine Reviews

“The 2015 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon expresses
all that we love and appreciate in premium
mountain grown wines. Showing a purity and
freshness of fruit, complemented with a beautiful
tension, a rich and creamy texture, ending with a
long seamless finish. Like the 2014, nearly forty
percent of the wine that comprises this blend was
fermented whole berry in new French Oak barrels.
We continue to see the increased and focused
aromatics, rich texture, and harmonious tannin
integration. This wine will show beautiful upon
release, yet continue to show its beauty for many
years to come.”

94 – 96 pts.
“The 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate reveals a
deep garnet-purple color and an earthy/meaty
nose with herbal notions over a core of cassis,
crushed plums and blackberries, plus cedar chest
and menthol hints. Quite mineral in the full-bodied
mouth, it has firm, grainy tannins and just enough
freshness, finishing long and earthy.”

— Lisa Perotti-Brown, Robert Parker’s Wine
Advocate

— Martha McClellan, Winemaker

About Vineyard 7&8
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium,
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through
experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steﬀens Family
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker
Wesley Steﬀens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around
1,000 cases.
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