2016 Estate Chardonnay
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

Release Date

Fall 2018

Fruit Source

100% Estate Grown

The 2016
Growing Season

The near perfect 2016 growing season started early with idea weather throughout, with most all
fruit in the valley having been harvested by mid-October. Thanks to a steady and not
excessively-hot July and August, followed by our typical arrival of an early September “Indian
summer”, we were able to reach a beautiful level of physiological ripeness. While yields did not
return to average levels, the quality of the wines are spectacular!

Varietal Composition

100% Chardonnay

Harvest

Hand picked at physiological ripeness in early-September.

Fermentation

Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and weekly batonnage. This wine
was bottled un-fined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage

16 months in 25% new French Oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol

14.5%

Case Production

260 cases

Winemaker’s Comments

Wine Reviews

“The 2016 vintage was a near perfect growing
season, and the resulting wines from this
vintage show incredible depth and
concentration, balanced by a beautiful
elegance and brightness. The 2016 Estate
Chardonnay is a wonderful example of the
vintage. Showcasing all the characteristics
our Chardonnay fans have come to
appreciate, and highlighted by the story
Mother Nature helped us tell, this wine has a
bright golden hue, while the aromatics
explode with notes of lemon crème brûlée,
honeydew melon, candied citrus and fresh
honey. A rich, creamy and seamless texture is
lifted by our signature bright acid, culminating
in a long, mineral-driven finish.”

93 pts.

— Martha McClellan, Winemaker

“Creamy textured, rich and full, with fig,
melon, butterscotch, nice and smoky, toasty
oak notes that linger and add texture and
dimension. Drink now through 2023.”
— James Laube, Wine Spectator

92 – 94+ pts.
“The 2016 Chardonnay Estate opens with
exuberant pineapple, guava and ripe apricot
notes with hints of preserved citrus peel,
candied ginger and honeycomb.”
— Lisa Perotti-Brown, Robert Parker’s Wine
Advocate

About Vineyard 7&8
Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium,
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through
experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steﬀens Family
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker
Wesley Steﬀens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around
1,000 cases.
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